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Hello!
We hope your February winter slump is coming to a
close (we all know it exists) and that sets in for Corrie
personally when the discounted Valentine's Day
chocolates are all gone. And, our very first course is
almost over! It's been wonderful and filled with rich
discussion, we're thrilled to call it a success. Stay tuned
for some more new schemes, courses, and videos to
help you redefine your read alouds and focus more
pointedly on social justice in your conversations with
young readers.
For this month, Alex found some really amazing
resources about the public art initiatives that have
been beautifully appearing in different spaces. As you
may know, March is Women's History Month and we're
paying extra attention to stories about intersectional
identities and activism.
With love and solidarity,
Corrie, Lee, & Alex

THETINYACTIVIST.COM
LOCKEHARDY@THETINYACTIVIST.COM
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Blowing in like
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BIPOC
BUSINESS
SPOTLIGHT
"Today, we work in close partnership with the
Indian Council of Agricultural Research to
identify and provide ongoing support to our
partner farmers, all of whom are on the
cutting edge of regenerative, and sustainable
agriculture...As of 2021 we're proud of work
with 12 farmers and 320+ farm workers
across 6 states. We pay our farm partners an
average 6x more than the commodity price,
and by the end of this year we aim to
provide health insurance to every single farm
worker that is part of our rapidly growing
supply chain."

Click
to shop
Diaspora Co.

"Beyond highlighting
gorgeous, indigenous
spice varieties, it's also
about creating a business
for us, by us. Complicating
and deepening what
“Made in India” means,
and how we tell our own
stories of freedom,
struggle, and diaspora
through food."
-Sana Javeri Kadri,
Founder & CEO

All information here comes
from the Diaspora Co. website!
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BIPOC
NON-PROFIT
SPOTLIGHT

1974: AALDEF's first office at 43 Canal
Street in Manhattan’s Chinatown.

The Asian American Legal
Defense and Education Fund,
a New York-based national
organization founded in 1974,
protects and promotes the civil
rights of Asian Americans.
AALDEF focuses on critical issues affecting
Asian Americans, including immigrant rights,
voting rights and democracy,
economic justice for workers, educational
equity, housing and environmental justice,
and the elimination of anti-Asian violence,
police misconduct, and human trafficking.

follow
AALDEF on
social media...
and check out
their website!

AALDEF engages
in the following activities:
-Litigates cases that have major impacts on the
Asian American community;
-Provides legal resources for community-based
organizations and facilitates grassroots community
organizing efforts;
-Conducts free, multilingual legal advice clinics for
low-income Asian Americans and new immigrants;
-Educates Asian Americans about their legal rights;
-Comments on proposed legislation and
governmental policies;

“I don’t think there will
ever be a time when

CLICK HERE
TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT
YURI!

-Trains students in public interest law and
encourages them to use their legal skills to serve
the community.

people will stop wanting
to bring about change.”
—Yuri Kochiyama
All information here comes
from the AALDEF website!
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March New

Releases

#1

if you couldn't
get enough of

Lovely

you’ll enjoy:
For Ages: 4-8
A joyful, body-positive picture book about a young Indian American
girl’s journey to accept her body hair and celebrate her heritage
after being teased about her mustache.
With her parents’ help, Laxmi learns that hair isn’t just for heads,
but that it grows everywhere, regardless of gender. Featuring
affirming text by Shelly Anand and exuberant, endearing
illustrations by Nabi H. Ali, Laxmi’s Mooch is a celebration of our
bodies and our body hair, in whichever way they grow.

#2

FOR AGES: 4-8
Brenda Berkman was often told that she
couldn't do certain things because she was a
girl. When she grew up, she longed for a job
that was challenging, different every day, and
required physical and mental strength. In 1977
when the New York City Fire Department
finally complied with the Civil Rights Act (from
1964) by allowing women to take the FDNY
exam, Brenda jumped at the chance.

If you enjoyed

Her Fearless Run
you’ll love:
But the FDNY changed the rules of the exam so women wouldn't be
able to pass it. Even a lot of men couldn't pass this new exam.
So Brenda Berkman took the FDNY to court. In 1982, they finally made
a fair test, and Brenda and 41 other women passed. Brenda went on to
serve in the FDNY for 25 years, reaching the positions of Lieutenant
and Captain, and was a first responder during the attacks on the Twin
Towers on 9/11. After her retirement, Brenda founded the United Women
Firefighters, an organization that helps train and prepare women to be
firefighters. Send a Girl! is Brenda Berkman's inspiring story.
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For Ages: YA & Adult
In this charming debut fantasy perfect for fans of Sorcery of
Thorns and Girls of Paper and Fire, a witch cursed to never love
meets a girl hiding her own dangerous magic, and the two strike
a dangerous bargain to save their queendom. Tamsin is the
most powerful witch of her generation. But after committing the
worst magical sin, she’s exiled by the ruling Coven and cursed
with the inability to love. The only way she can get those
feelings back—even for just a little while—is to steal love from
others.

#3

Wren is a source—a rare kind of person who is made of magic, despite
being unable to use it herself. Sources are required to train with the
Coven as soon as they discover their abilities, but Wren—the only
caretaker to her ailing father—has spent her life hiding her secret.
When a magical plague ravages the queendom, Wren’s father falls
victim. To save him, Wren proposes a bargain: if Tamsin will help her
catch the dark witch responsible for creating the plague, then Wren
will give Tamsin her love for her father. Of course, love bargains are a
tricky thing, and these two have a long, perilous journey ahead of them
—that is, if they don't kill each other first..

Pint-Sized Pick:
Classified
Cherokee author Traci Sorell and Métis illustrator
Natasha Donovan trace Ross's journey from being the
only girl in a high school math class to becoming a
teacher to pursuing an engineering degree, joining the
top-secret Skunk Works division of Lockheed, and
being a mentor for Native Americans and young
women interested in engineering.

#4
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In addition, the narrative highlights Cherokee values
including education, working cooperatively, remaining
humble, and helping ensure equal opportunity and
education for all.
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THIS MONTH IN SOCIAL JUSTICE PRESENT:

ARTIST: PANCHO PESCADOR + 67 YOUTH

“...The process of creating art can be a way
in which Youth use their agency to give
voice to their own struggles, build
community, experience knowledge
communally, and break down stereotypes
cast onto them by mainstream society...

National Youth Art Month:
Undocumented Youth,
Art and Activism

Undocumented Youth activism is not the first area
in which art has been an important tool in grassroots
organizing. There is, in fact, a long history of artistic
activism throughout Latin America, as well as within
communities of color in the United States.
...As political leaders continue to endorse antiimmigrant state and federal policies of
discrimination for the purposes of exploitation and
as educational institutions continue to discriminate
against individuals from certain communities, Youth
led creative movements for social justice will
continue to respond. In fact, at this very moment
there are young people across the state of
California, the United States, Latin America, and
globally who are using art to navigate and struggle
against the violence they are witnessing in their own
lives. These artistic activists use their agency to
transform themselves and others, demonstrating in
the process that Undocumented Youth are not victims
but rather survivors.

Heroes Invisibles:
In Memory of Jose Gutierrez
Queer and Undocumented:
The Art and Activism
of Coming Out, and Coming Out

...However, it is not enough to smile upon the
creativity of Undocumented Youth; this is work that
requires a response. This is work that requires a reunderstanding of our own contributions to the
oppressions of global exploitation.”

Art became my window:
California youth art activism
in the undocumented rights movement
by Virginia Elizabeth Bartz
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